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The Four Basic Principles of Design
GOOD DESIGN IS… complimentary and cohesive 

Contrast – Unless they are exactly the same or similar, make the separate elements on your page very different.
Repetition – Repeat visual elements (color, shape, texture, spatial relationships, size) to create cohesion.
Alignment – Line elements up in a way creates straight lines, and enhances readability and organization.
[image: H:\NACI\Term 1\Digital Pictures 25S\Design Principles Resources\Principles-of-Design-Grey-2880px.jpg]Proximity – Related items should be closer together, non-related items should be farther apart.
Common Design Offenses:
Long lines of text that require deep reading
Lack of contrast (everything is one colour, size, etc.)
Bright and hideous backgrounds (make it tough to read)
Lack of consistency (constant contrast)
Too many graphics (get distracting)
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CONTRAST

Unique elementsin a design should
COECR stand apart from one another. One

REPETITION

Repetition breeds cohesivenessina
design. Once a design pattern has

way to do this s to use contrast. Good been established - for example,a
contrastin a design - which can be dotted border or a specific
TONE/VALUE achieved using elements like color, typographic styling - repeat this

pattern to establish consistency.
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adesignand use it on similar elements,

tone, size, and more - allows the
viewer's eye to flow naturally.
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- To the left, you can see 4 ways to 4

create contrast in your design.

E . PRINCIP[ES
Proximity allows for
visualunity in a design. If
two elements are related
to each other, they
should be placed in close
proximity to one another.
Doing 50 minimizes visual

Proper alignment n a design means that.
every element n it is visually connected to clutter, emphasizes
another element. Alignment allows for organization, and increases
cohesiveness; nothing feels out of place or o — viewer comprehension;
disconnected when alignment has been

handled wel Imagine how ridiculous it
would el the proximity
| ] iconsonhisgrapic were
| m ] located on the other side
ofthis document
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